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SUBJECT: ORTA DOGU REPORTS KORUTURK TO RESIGN 

1. THE DECEMBER 31 ORTA DOGU (A NEWSPAPER CLOSELY 
ASSOCIATED WITH ALPARSLAN TURKES' NATIONALIST ACTION 
PARTY) BANNER HEADLINED A STORY THAT PRESIDENT KORUTURK 
WILL SOON RESIGN DUE TO POOR HEALTH. THE ARTICLE, WHICH 
DID NOT CITE SOURCES, REPORTED THAT THE RESULTS OF AN 
INTENSIVE MEDICAL EXAMINATION HAVE BEEN SENT TO THE 
GOVERNMENT AND TO THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL (NSC). 
THE STORY ALSO SPECULATES THAT THERE IS A CONNECTION 
BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT'S ILL HEALTH AND THE RECENT RE- 
ASSIGNMENT OF THE JANDARMA COMMANDER TO THE POSITION OE 
NSC SECRETARY-GENERAL AND HIS NSC PREDECESSOR BEING 
TRANSFERRED TO THE POST OF DEPUTY COMMANDERS OF THE 
TURKISH GROUND EORCES. THE ARTICLE CONCLUDES BY 
DRAWING ATTENTION TO THE RECENT CLASH BETWEEN 

THE NATIONAL SALVATION PARTY AND THE PRESIDENT (SEPTEL) 
AND ASSERTS THAT KORUTURK IS ATTEMPTING TO BROADEN HIS 
AUTHORITY IN A MANNER WHICH WOULD HINDER THE OPERATIONS 
OF THE GOVERNMENT. 

2. COMMENT: RUMORS OF KORUTURK'S ILL-HEALTH AND IMMINENT 
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PRESS. WE HAVE NO INFORMATION AT THIS TIME WHICH WOULD 
CONEIRM THIS RUMOR. IT IS ALSO LIKELY THAT ORTA DOGU 
IS INDULGING IN WISHEUL THINKING; KORUTURK HAS LITTLE 
REGARD EOR TURKES AND THE NAP. 
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